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Welcome

Something  
fin-tastic is  
coming to 
Southampton 
 

Whale and Dolphin Conservation (WDC)  
has joined forces with Wild in Art to bring 
another hugely popular sculpture trail to the 
City – providing opportunities for Southampton’s 
business community to engage directly with 
hundreds of thousands of local people and 
visitors to the city. 

Discover Dolphins will also support the local 
creative and artistic sector, schools and local 
residents whilst raising much needed funds  
to help WDC’s vital work to protect the ocean  
and the amazing creatures that call it home.

Discover Dolphins is a spectacular pod  
of uniquely decorated, life-size bottlenose 
dolphin sculptures that will be migrating  
into Southampton in Summer 2021.

As a key element of Southampton’s bid for   
UK City of Culture 2025, Discover Dolphins will 
be a spectacular, colourful outdoor art gallery 
showcasing the enormous wealth of local artistic 
talent. Discover Dolphins is Wild in Art and Whale 
and Dolphin Conservation’s second collaboration, 
following our hugely successful ‘Wild Dolphins’  
in Aberdeen in 2014.

Designed and painted by Nathan Evans



Navigating  
difficult waters
2020 has been an incredibly challenging year for families, 
businesses and the charity sector – we have collectively 
and individually faced tough times most of us couldn’t 
have imagined just a year ago. 

Through Discover Dolphins, we aim to put the 
(wild)life back into Southampton in 2021 by 
providing locals and visitors with a unique, free 
and smile-raising opportunity to explore the  
city and its heritage and landmarks. The trail  
will wind through a variety of locations and its 
outdoor setting will help provide reassurance  
and resilience in the face of potential restrictions. 

We know from previous trails that Discover 
Dolphins will bring a sense of optimism and hope 
to local people and help them feel connected  
to their community. It will give families a chance 
to spend quality time together, with benefits  
for their health from being active and out in  
the fresh (sea) air. 

Analysts also predict that 2021 is likely to see  
a continuation of the 2020 trend for ‘staycations’ 
and Discover Dolphins will help Southampton 
stand out from the crowd amongst other  
south coast destinations, attracting visitors from 
further afield and securing vital investment over 
the summer season.

After difficult trading and operating conditions 
and the burden of challenging adaptations to 
the ‘new normal’ for many businesses, it will 
also provide a creative and restriction-resistant 
opportunity to market to local residents and 
visitors. Our COVID-adapted sponsorship 
packages are tailored to allow for flexibility  
and changing trends in consumer behaviour.

We hope you’ll want to join us.

Help us put the  
(wild) life back  
into Southampton  
in 2021

Wild Dolphins, Aberdeen 2014

Wild Dolphins, Aberdeen 2014



Since 2008, Wild in Art 
has been inspiring and 
educating towns and cities 
across the UK and beyond 
with its award-winning  
trails of uniquely painted 
wildlife sculptures.

 

Trail successes include Bees in Manchester (2018), 
Elmer’s Parade in Plymouth (2019) and Rhinos in 
Southampton (2013), Wild in Art enjoys a hugely 
successful track record of both effective event 
execution and leaving an economic and cultural 
legacy in locations across the world.

WDC’s Partnerships team has industry-recognised 
expertise in developing effective, mutually 
beneficial and award-winning partnerships 
– from international brands including SEGA,  
high-street retailers such as GAME and household 
names like BRITA, to smaller artisan and creative 
SME and micro-scale businesses.

We are jumping for  
joy to be working  
with GO! Southampton  
and the City’s businesses  
to put the (wild) life  
back into the City in 2021. 

It’s no  
fluke

Be a  
trailblazer

Sculpture trails enjoy extensive mass 
participation, bringing long-term social,  
cultural and economic benefits for the host  
city and, via a final auction of the sculptures,  
raise vital funds to support charities. 

So, by joining us as a sponsor you’ll be investing 
in something amazing – for your business, for the 
City and for our ocean and its incredible wildlife.

“Our animal themed public art trails are a 
firm family favourite and roaring success in 
Southampton. It is great to be working with 
Whale and Dolphin Conservation to bring  
this to our streets, parks and venues next year.  
The trail will be a great way for local residents 
and visitors alike to rediscover our great city, 
explore iconic locations and find some hidden 
gems. We are proud to be supporting this 
wonderful engaging project as we continue on 
our journey to become UK City of Culture 2025.” 

Cllr Satvir Kaur 
Cabinet Member for Culture and Homes. 
Southampton City Council



Elmer’s Big Parade Plymouth 

72% 
of visitors shared their trail 
experience on at least one  
social media platform

 

Bee in the City Manchester

90% 
of local people felt the  
trail increased the sense  
of local community

33.5
million pounds of economic  
impact for the city  
of Manchester 

Go! Rhinos Southampton

25% 
increase in sales reported by 
WestQuay Shopping Centre  
in the first week of the trail

 
Worcester Stands Tall 

99% 
of businesses said WST had 
a positive impact on their 
organisation and revenue

79%
of visitors spent £30 or more  
on their WST day out“ Sponsoring an art trail is such a great way 

for a business to give back to the local 
community, whilst also providing unique 
profile-raising opportunities

Financial Services Company Director

It’s the best £5,000 we have spent  
as a business. We would have to have spent 
4-5 times this to get the same PR value”

Nadia Cowdrey,  
Griffith Smith Farrington Webb LLP“

But don’t  
just take  
our word  
for it...



Discover Dolphins will:

     Raise your profile and increase brand  
awareness in Southampton and beyond

     Deliver mass engagement opportunities  
for your company (including digital 
opportunities and increased footfall  
for retailers)

    Help facilitate new relationships and 
engagement opportunities at our events 
by giving you direct access to additional 
sponsors, new customers, and clients

     Increase employee engagement, improve  
staff morale and promote health and  
well-being through participation in  
Discover Dolphins and associated events

    Provide tangible return on investment

     Enable Southampton to gain  
significant economic, cultural,  
social and wellbeing benefits 

     Help achieve Corporate Social  
Responsibility and B2B objectives 

     Raise vital funds for Whale and Dolphin 
Conservation, the leading global charity 
dedicated to the conservation and  
protection of whales, dolphins  
and porpoises

Ways your business 
can get involved with 
Discover Dolphins
Discover Dolphins is an unmissable and  
exceptional opportunity to be part of something 
amazing for your company, for Southampton  
and for marine conservation.

As previous trails show, sculpture trail sponsorship is not only a proven wellbeing  
opportunity for business development and a unique, cost-effective marketing platform;  
it will also increase employee engagement and promote staff health and well-being.  Includes:

     Official designation as (for example)  
Health & Wellbeing, Transport or  
Media Partner.

     One large dolphin sculpture in a high-profile 
location and one school sculpture

     Priority choice of design at Sponsors’  
Art Selection Event

     Logo on all large sculpture plaques

     Prominent logo placement on Discover 
Dolphins website and on WDC corporate 
partners page (uk.whales.org) 

     Logo on all marketing and advertising  
collateral (digital and print)

     Press and social media promotion, including 
bespoke press release announcing your 
involvement with Discover Dolphins

     Headline recognition on Discover Dolphins 
trail app

     Product/service integration on the Discover 
Dolphins mobile app, giving your company 
the opportunity to provide rewards and 
discounts to trail visitors

     Advertising space in event publications

     Opportunities to speak at our events

     VIP tickets to events and charity auction

     Complimentary one-year adoption  
of a named dolphin in WDC’s  
‘Adopt-a-Dolphin’ programme partnerships

     Dedicated Partnerships manager to ensure 
optimum marketing, PR exposure and ROI

Headline Sponsorship  
(2 available) @ £35,000 + VAT 

Discover Dolphins’ exclusive Headline Sponsorship 
package is for companies seeking to create a significant 
partnership with the City of Southampton and looking  
for unprecedented brand exposure to businesses, 
residents and visitors in 2021. 



Official Partners  
(3 available) @ £15,000 + VAT

 Sculpture Sponsor (30 available) - £5,000 + VAT

Individual Sculpture Sponsorship provides a unique opportunity to market your company  
for 12 months whilst building on relationships with other stakeholders, artists and the community.

 Education Programme Sponsor  (2 available) - £7,500 + VAT

Dolphins are charismatic and playful creatures so it’s no wonder children of all ages love them. 
They are also increasingly aware of the threats dolphins and their ocean homes are facing today.  
Whale and Dolphin Conservation and Wild in Art’s educational resources will ensure that local  
schoolchildren, and their families, create enough colourful memories to last a lifetime. More than 
5,000 children and young people from 58 schools and community groups took part in the 2013  
Rhinos trail in Southampton and will definitely want to make a huge splash with their baby dolphins.

Join the Discover Dolphins pod

To find out more about getting involved as a  
Discover Dolphins sponsor, or to discuss bespoke  
or in-kind partnership opportunities for your business, 
please email partnerships@whales.org
We can’t wait to welcome you to the pod!

Includes:

    Official designation as (for example)  
Logistics, Hotel or Print Partner

    One large dolphin sculpture in a  
high-profile location

    Logo on all large sculpture plaques

    Priority choice of design at Sponsors’  
Art Selection event 

    Recognition on Discover Dolphins website 
and key marketing and advertising collateral

    Acknowledgement in an event press release

    Product/service integration on the  
Discover Dolphins mobile app, giving  
your company the opportunity to provide 
rewards and discounts to trail visitors

   VIP tickets to events and charity auction

    Complimentary one-year adoption of a 
named dolphin in WDC’s ‘Adopt-a-Dolphin’ 
programme

     Support from the Discover Dolphins  
team to maximise marketing, PR  
exposure and ROI.

Includes:

   One large dolphin sculpture

    Choice of design at Sponsors’ Art  
Selection Event

   Logo on your sculpture’s plaque and plinth

    Logo on the Discover Dolphins website  
and mobile app

    Promotion in marketing and  
advertising collateral

    Complimentary one-year adoption of a 
named dolphin in WDC’s ‘Adopt-a-Dolphin’ 
programme

    VIP Tickets to the Discover Dolphins events  
and charity auction

    Support from the Discover Dolphins team  
to maximise marketing, PR exposure and ROI.

Includes:

    Logo on all schools’ promotional and 
marketing materials (incl. trail map,  
website and resource pack)

   Logo on all baby dolphin plaques

    Speaker opportunities at schools and/or 
participation in schools’ workshops

      Complimentary one-year adoption of  
a named dolphin in WDC’s ‘Adopt-a-Dolphin’ 
programme

     VIP Tickets to the Discover Dolphins events  
and charity auction

     Support from the Discover Dolphins  
team to maximise marketing, PR  
exposure and ROI.



Timeline

November 2020

Project 
Launch

February 2021

Sponsors’  
Art Selection  
Event

April 2021

Sponsors’  
Activation  
Workshop

July 2021

Trail VIP  
Preview  
Event

August -  
October 2021

Trail Live Late October 2021

Farewell 
Weekend

November 2021

Auction  



Whale and Dolphin Conservation

Whale and Dolphin Conservation is the 
leading global charity for the protection  
of whales, dolphins and porpoises. 
We defend these remarkable creatures against the many threats they sadly 
still face today and work to protect them through campaigns, lobbying, 
advising governments, conservation projects, field research and through 
raising awareness and education projects around the world.

Our vision is a world where every whale, dolphin and porpoise is safe  
and free.

Everybody loves dolphins! Spotting wild dolphins is an unforgettable 
experience, whether in coastal waters around the UK or on holiday  
abroad. Seeing them wild and free in the ocean is how we should enjoy 
these charismatic creatures.

Hundreds of thousands of dolphins drown every year when entangled  
in fishing nets. Their ocean homes are threatened by plastic and other  
man-made pollutants and hundreds more are cruelly rounded up and 
captured for the entertainment industry. 

WDC is working to end captivity by putting pressure on governments to 
ban the capture of wild dolphins and is campaigning to ensure that tourists 
and tour operators are fully aware of the cruelty they are encouraging by 
offering ‘swim with’ experiences or promoting visits to marine parks that 
hold dolphins in captivity. We are partnering with other organisations 
across the world to create alternative, more natural homes for ex-captive 
dolphins in the form of sea sanctuaries, where they can enjoy improved 
welfare and even be prepared for eventual release back into the wild, 
where they belong. We are also working to create clean, healthy seas free 
from plastics and other forms of pollution.

By supporting the Discover Dolphins sculpture trail you will be helping 
Whale and Dolphin Conservation to protect dolphins and the increasingly 
fragile ocean ecosystem. For more information visit uk.whales.org

Who are we? Wild in Art

Wild in Art is one of the leading creative 
producers of mass-appeal public art events 
that bring together business and creative 
sectors and engage with schools and the 
local community through its city-wide trails 
of uniquely painted sculptures. 

Wild in Art has successfully staged sculpture trails in the UK, Europe,  
Australia and New Zealand. Its events have attracted millions of visitors  
to host cities across the world and raised thousands for its partner  
charities.  For more information, visit www.wildinart.co.uk

Wild in Art events have:

  Raised over £15 million for charities.

  Injected £2.4 million into local creative communities

   Seen 850,000 children so far engage with the trails’  
educational programme.

   Enabled millions of people to experience and enjoy art  
of all genres in a unique and familiar setting

GO! Southampton

GO! Southampton is the Business 
Improvement District (BID) for 
Southampton city centre. Funded and 
led by local businesses, the BID is using 
its five year term to implement a range 
of initiatives that will create a greater city 
centre experience, deliver better marketing 
and events and develop stronger business.  

Working in partnership with local stakeholders, the BID’s ultimate aim is 
to release Southampton’s potential as a world-class city, which will in turn 
benefit residents, visitors and the businesses that fund it. GO! Southampton 
is an official partner of Southampton’s UK City of Culture 2025 bid. For more 
information visit www.gosouthampton.co.uk 



Join the Discover Dolphins pod

To find out more about getting involved as a  
Discover Dolphins sponsor, or to discuss bespoke  
or in-kind partnership opportunities for your  
business, please email partnerships@whales.org
We can’t wait to welcome you to the pod!


